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October 2011
Dear Parents,

TEXT BOOK REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012
The booklists reflecting the textbook and stationery requirements for your son/daughter for 2012 have been placed on the school website (www.escs.org.za). Hard copies of these booklists will also be available from the school office, if needed.

Please read the contents of this letter carefully so that the end of year proceedings may run as smoothly as possible. We will again be offering a credit card/debit card facility for a short period only. It will be available for one week in December (times below) and during the first week of term 1 next year.
PURCHASING OF NEW BOOKS 

New and a few second hand books may be purchased from the school’s own bookshop which is situated in the quadrangle next to the Streams ramp.

WHEN:  

	BOOKSHOP OPENING TIMES December 2011

	Wednesday 7th December
	07h30 - 13h30
	(at the same time, the second-hand sales are taking place in the hall from 07h30 - 08h30)

	
	
	(Pre-Primary Awards assembly)

	Thursday 8th December
	07h30 - 12h30
	(JP and SP Awards assemblies)

	Friday 9th December
	07h30 - 08h00
	(High School Awards assembly)

	
	10h00 - 11h00
	 

	Saturday 10th December
	09h00 - 11h00
	 

	Wednesday 14th December
	12h00 - 13h00
	(while reports are being handed out)


The shop will be open briefly in January ONLY for new pupils. These opening times for January 2012 will be advertised.

It is very important that new textbooks are purchased this side of the holidays. If we have shortages we can order over the holidays. Experience has shown that it is very difficult to obtain books from the publishers in January and February. 
Please note:

· For the above opening times in December and for the first week of term one of 2012 the bookshop will have credit card/debit card facilities. Thereafter it will only be able to take cash or cheques. Unfortunately purchase of textbooks cannot be charged to the school account.
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· We have done our best to “guestimate” how many books are needed but there are bound to be inaccuracies, as well as the fact that publishers are notoriously late in printing books.  Should this be the case, we will be taking orders at the bookshop, which will be issued as soon as the books are available. We will notify you as soon as the order arrives, and the book may then be purchased from the bookshop.
· If a book is marked “NEW”/ “NUUT” on the booklist, there will not be any second-hand books available on the second-hand market.
· No stationery will be sold from the bookshop. Please purchase the required stationery as specified on your son/daughter’s booklist at any retail outlet.

· Please understand that your children should have textbooks on day one of the first term, so that effective teaching can begin.

RESELLING YOUR OLD TEXTBOOKS
The school strongly encourages families to make their own private arrangements (one family selling to another).  
As a guideline, the following pricing for second-hand books is suggested:
· A book in good condition (can last for another 3 – 4 years)
=
60% to 70% of the cost of a new book;
· A book in average condition (can last for another 2 – 3 years)
=
50% of the cost of a new book;
· A book in poor condition (e.g. damaged spine, written in or torn pg.)
=
25% to 30% of the cost of a new book.

All the booklists and prices are on the website.
SECOND-HAND SALES:


We will still be facilitating the second-hand “market” as in previous years.

We, however, encourage you to sell/buy all second-hand books before this day and not rely on this facility.

Date:    7 December 2011 (Wednesday)
Time:    07h30 – 08h30
Venue: Hall
Tables will be set out in the hall for you to display the books that you wish to sell.  Tables will also be grouped in grades around the hall to make buying and selling easier.  Remember you determine the price that you wish to sell your books at.  
Please bring change for buying and selling.
Capitalism is always a bit messy, but it works.  That is essentially what we are doing in the hall.  Enjoy the experience and get into the swing of it.  Most other schools operate in this way.














 

Kind regards,

Lynn Budge 

TEXTBOOK CO-ORDINATOR
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