Letter number 4








11 June 2010

Dear High School Parents

Soccer fever has hit SA as patriotic flags gaily proclaim the hopeful aspirations of the supporters of Bafana Bafana. In the midst of this outpouring of support for our nation, the school needs to bring term 2 to a close. School in this context is somewhat boring! Nevertheless we must be careful that we do not completely lose focus. A quick read of this letter will bring you speedily up to date with school events.

The past

By now the Grade 11’s would have finished their IGCSE external examinations, attended a Grade 11 AS level subject choice meeting on Wednesday night and had personal one on one parental interviews with Karen Anderson to confirm their subject choices. 

For the rest of the High School the internal examinations have been completed. Pupils will have received their marks on Thursday [feedback from any exam session is an essential part of the learning process] and hopefully parent and child would have attended the academic parent evening on Thursday evening.

During the exams we initiated the new Science lab [photo’s on website] for the first time. Every parent has a stake in this laboratory, as it was the profits from the Cycle Race that were ploughed back into this facility. A big thank you from the staff and School Board to the CORE Cycle Race Committee members in particular as well as the majority of the parents in general who volunteered to be part of the huge labour force necessary on race day [way back in February].

The present

Whilst it has been possible to process the Grade 00/0-3 reports over the past 10 days and they will be ready on Friday 11 June, it has not been possible to process the Grade 4-12 reports. The latter will be ready for collection at school on Friday 18 June at 11:00. If you are not able to collect your report at that time, please pop in and collect it sometime during the holidays from Anne Kirsten at the church office during office hours.

Take a look at the area behind the coffee shop! The first sod of soil has been turned [by a grader] in the long awaited construction of the high school recreation area. There is still a long way to go as the field has to be further leveled by Mr Lodder and his team, tables and chairs need to be purchased, fences need to be erected, gates installed, trees planted and more. Nevertheless, we are very excited by the prospect of having a dedicated high school area in the future. Karl Bohler has done most of the [figurative] spade-work for this project. 

The CORE Cycle Race committee under the mentorship of Melius Weideman has convened and planning has just begun for the 2011 race. One of the early challenges is to staff the CORE committee with competent people who are able to effectively plan the 2011 race. The past race saw the following parents form the Core Committee: Miguel Correia [chairman], Ben Kellerman [Admin], John Rutherfoord [Sponsors and Prize Giving], Michael Giles [Entries], Mike Leppan [Operations], Joash Chellen [Marketing] and Johann Koekemoer [Marshalls], Tina de Lange together with Melius Weideman, our mentor. Some of the CORE committee have indicated that their season has come to an end. We are thus looking for people to take up the challenge to organize the 2011 race. Please contact either Ben or myself should you be willing to join this amazing team of dedicated, passionate people.

Next term

The school believes its mission is to disciple young people to follow Jesus whilst providing a quality education. To this end the Grade 7-9’s will be going on outreach on Thursday and Friday 19-20th of August. Early on in the term the staff may approach you for assistance [financial, transport, time, goods, practical assistance and more]. Please can I ask you to assist them in whatever way you possibly can? Whilst my History lesson will be long forgotten after they have left school, they will never forget their affective learning experience of a well-planned outreach!

As from next term, the school will offer parents the opportunity to pay their school fees by debit order. This will become the preferred method of payment of school fees – contact Sue Bishop for details.

Latecomers are a problem! The lesson begins after lines at 08:00 and is unfortunately interrupted by pupils who have arrived late for whatever [legitimate] reason. Please can you ensure that your pupils are at ESCS by the time the first bell rings at 07:55? It is very stressful for the pupil to start the day on the back foot when the lesson is on the go. The gates will, for security reasons, close at 8:00 promptly leaving the front door as the only way of entry to the school. I have instructed the Leadership Team to take down the names of all latecomers to see if a pattern emerges. Please help in this regard.

The Grade 12’s return to school with a mere 50 school days left of their whole school career. Their school days come to an end in September with an action-packed three days consisting of a farewell to the staff, blessing, final assembly and dance. All this takes place after their September mock exams. Sonja Frenz and Jeanette Swart [Grade 11 parents] will be taking charge of the above events, ably assisted by the Grade 11’s themselves.

For more on the term activities please download the year planner from our website.

Finally 

Please remember that school opens on Monday 12 July [and not Tuesday 13 July as for WCED schools]

Enjoy the holidays and soccer!

Kind regards

Erith and the high school staff
