
17 October 2011
· Dear Parents

· Finance

· There are a number of financial matters that I wish to draw to your attention.  I will try and be as brief as possible as I am so aware of information overload in this present day and age.

· Bursaries

· Now is the time to apply for bursaries for 2012. Applications close on Monday 31 October. Application forms can be downloaded from the school’s website or are available from the office. Please note that your current school fee account should be fully paid up [as at 30 September] in order for the Custodian to consider your application. The school is also dependent upon donations being received from outside businesses as well as from individuals to the bursary fund; should these funds not be forthcoming then the school will probably not be in a position to do much in this area in 2012.

Trust Fund
· All donations to the school should be channelled to the El Shaddai Educational Fund. This fund is registered with all the relevant authorities [SARS, NPO] and as such is able to provide you with a certificate for income tax purposes. To date most of the money the Educational Fund has received as donations has been used to fund bursaries.
School fees

 The final account for the year will reach you around mid November. Please can this account be paid by the time school closes on Friday 9 December at the latest? The school as per last year will unfortunately not release any school academic reports for any pupil whose fees have not been paid by 9 December.  Please note that the first payment for 2012 is due by 5 February.  The school encourages parents to plan accordingly with this in mind.

Debit order system

 It is with pleasure that I can announce the introduction of a debit order system as from 1 January 2012. A number of parents have asked for this facility, which we have not been able to provide to date. Initially, certainly for 2012, it will be voluntary. However, from our side, we are convinced that this is the preferred method of payment. Should you want to avail yourself of this opportunity, please contact Sue Bishop who has the necessary paperwork at hand. The school will also shortly be emailing the debit order sign up forms to the whole parent body. 

The School Board has also decided that should any school fee account be 60 days or more in arrears then that family would be requested to go on to the debit order system in order for tuition to continue.  I believe that the system would “run” on the 1st day of the month x 11 months [1 Feb to 1 Dec] 

Finally

The school appreciates the loyal support it has received from the vast majority of the families who monthly pay their accounts on time. This really makes our work so much easier. We are also aware that a significant portion of a family’s monthly budget goes towards “education” and as such we will continue to deliver on what we promise in our vision and values statement, namely, that we will disciple your children in the ways of our Lord and at the same time provide a quality academic education.

As before, my door is always open should you wish to engage me on any of the above topics.

Kind regards

Erith Budge
