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30 September 2011

Dear Parents

I am delighted to report that the name of Jesus was lifted and honoured at this year’s Honouring Nights on 14 and 27 September 2011. We all have higher ambitions for our children. We want them to grow up bearing the fruit of righteousness, which always lead to lasting joy. Effective discipline remains a challenge, the challenge being, how do you know when discipline is too harsh, or when it’s not enough? How do you know when you are disciplining a child for his own welfare and when you’re punishing him or her out of your own frustration? It remains a challenge. The difference between discipline and punishment may seem subtle in our own experience, but from God’s perspective, there is a monumental distinction between punishment and discipline.
	
	PUNISHMENT
	DISCIPLINE

	Purpose
	To inflict penalty for an offense
	To train for correction and maturity

	Focus
	Past misdeeds
	Future correct acts

	Attitude
	Hostility and frustration on the part of the parent
	Love and concern on the part of the parent

	Resulting emotion in the child
	Fear and guilt
	Security


ACADEMIC REPORTS
Our focus remains to improve Language and Mathematics results and our determined, collaborative effort has proved successful in many cases. The guidelines I give at the end of every term, for you to use at home, are an integral part of your effort to support your child. No doubt that continued, consistent work at home will undoubtedly bear fruit in due course. The love for reading, books in general and the library is imperative and has lasting positive consequences. There are many exciting, challenging activities that you and your child can explore together around the reading material they are exposed to. In the lower grades counting and tables are paramount to your child mastering mathematical concepts taught in later grades. 

The reports provide critical information and I ask that you study your child’s marks carefully and note the specific comments from the teacher. 
These comments are aimed at the areas that need attention, daily revision, practice and study. Please monitor your child’s homework book, books brought home for homework and messages or comments placed in or written in these books. Regular consolidation of work done at school must be done at home under strict supervision. 

We also participated in the Conquesta benchmarking Olympiads and the Jet Mathematics Challenge (AMESA) this term and look forward to the results from these tests. Then, our Grade 3 and 6 classes are writing the WCED Systemic Tests in Literacy / Language and Numeracy / Mathematics on 13 October 2011.  

DISCIPLING BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD
”How’s business?” We are training up children in righteousness so that they can fulfill their God-given destinies in Christ Jesus. Developing a godly character requires prayer, effort and honesty as we train up the next generation to become world changers. We share in your desire wanting the best for your children and ask that you join hands with us in educating and discipling your child. 

SPORT AND CULTURE PROGRAMS FOR TERM 4

Sport and culture activities start the first day of next term, 10 October 2011. The times and venues remain the same as in term 1 but I refer you to the website (http://www.escs.org.za/) for the fourth term’s sport and culture programs. Please help with the dress code for practices and matches as we represent our school when we go onto the field. Thank you to the many parents who regularly lift children to matches, help and assist in many other areas and are always willing to ‘go the extra mile’. Please follow the sport news on the link, From the Sport Desk, on our website for the sporting highlights of term four. 

SECURITY AT ESCS

The recent communication in this regard is in place and working. Thank you to all the parents who have supported the efforts in further securing our school. CIE examinations start the first day of next term and all Pre Primary pupils must use the entrance to the Pre Primary play area to go to and from their classrooms. Please remind your children of this permanent arrangement. 
PRESSING MATTERS 
There has been a huge improvement with late coming, reduced from 27 latecomers on a regular basis to not more than 10 pupils on a daily basis. However, please note that late coming continues to disrupt the education process in the various classrooms. Parents please help us in this vital area of school life.  

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE FOURTH TERM 

I trust that these dates will help you in your forward planning.

	10 October
	Term four begins

	11 October  
	Primary School whole  school assembly Grades 00-6

	13 October
	WCED Grades 3 and 6 Systemic Tests

	05 November
	U7 – U10 mini-cricket day at Mikro Primary Schoool 

	18 November
	Senior Primary examinations start

	25 November 
	Senior Primary examinations end
Grades 1-3 Inter house swimming gala at Morningstar Swimming Pool

	05 December 
	Gr 00EA outing

	06 December
	Gr 0EA outing

	07 December 
	Pre-Primary last day of school and awards assembly 
Gr 1-6 outings

Book store open (see website for time)

Clothing shop open (see website for time)

	08 December 
	Grades 1-3 last day of school and awards assembly
Grades 4-6 last day of school and awards assembly

Book store open (see website for time)

Clothing shop open (see website for time)

	09 December
	Term 4 ends for pupils

Book store open (see website for time)

Clothing shop open (see website for time)

	10 December
	Book store open (see website for time)

Clothing shop open (see website for time)

	14 December
	Release of reports for Grades 4-11

Book store open (see website for time)

Clothing shop open (see website for time)


How to support the Foundation Phase pupil with Mathematics

Sort and count

· Let your young child sort items in the house and say how they have grouped them, for example, clothing by colour or clothing type. Ask why he or she decided to group items.

· Count up to 100 objects; allow your child to group objects and count in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s, 10s, etc.

· Partition 2, 3-digit numbers in different ways.

· Encourage your child to estimate, for example, tall, long, high, how many macaroni noodles you intend cooking for your macaroni cheese dish, count the macaroni to check.

· Encourage your child to assist you while you cook or bake, for example, ask for ½ cup of flour etc.

· Do halving (start with sharing of sweets between 2 and among 3 or more children) and doubling.

· Let your child cut the sandwich into 2, 3 or 4 equal pieces.
Measurement and money

· Encourage your young child to use his or her hand or foot to measure distance etc. Later, use a ruler / tape measure to measure lengths of objects, sides of shapes, circumferences of a ball or potato, etc.

· Allow your child to help sort items in the house, for example, heavy items on the bottom shelf and light items on the top shelf of the grocery cupboard.

· Allow your child to buy and pay for an item at the shop when you buy groceries or clothing. Make him or her check the change. Play shop at home with items you have priced. Let your child arrange the price of the items from the most expensive to the cheapest.

Time

· Ask your child to tell you the time during the day. Start just with ‘on the hour’ then ‘half hours’, then ‘quarter hours’ and lastly the minutes, for example: It is twenty-six past five.

· Make your child aware of the length of time, for example, ask: What takes more time, walking or driving to school or eating supper?

Calculations and traveling

· Make good use of your time while traveling; look at car registration plates. Let your child add the first 2 or last 3 numbers, he or she can subtract the smallest number form the biggest number.

Shapes

· Make your child aware of shapes in and out of the house, for example, squares, circles, rectangles, triangles.

· Encourage your child to find patterns in nature, for example, leaves, flowers, in windblown sand etc.

Games to play

· Encourage your child to play dominoes, snakes and ladders, ludo, card games like ‘Happy Families’ and Heads and Tails, skipping, hop-scotch and traditional games involving counting. 
Language – Reading: 

Let your child read to you every day.

· Let your child see you reading for your work, for pleasure and for study purposes.

· Chat to your children about what they are reading – who are the main characters, what happened to them, why, was this good or bad? (This provides a good opportunity to talk about values).

· Cook together – read recipes and labels together, compile a family cookbook.

· Explore books together – ask questions, point out new words and ideas, discuss pictures, discuss characters and their motivation, relate these to your family’s life.

· Read nursery rhymes to younger children (pre-school to Grade 3), and sentences from magazines and advertisements. Let your child play with rhyming words.

· Encourage older children (Grades 4 to 6) to read the story, retell the story in their own words then write a few sentences about the story.

· Tell stories together, talk together about your family history, and discuss your memories of your trips together.

· Visit the library often – encourage your children to get their own library cards, join family book clubs, identify favourite authors and join your child in looking for interesting books.
·   Ask your child to show you what they have done every day to practice their reading, writing and maths skills.
Kind regards

……………………

DEON JOHANNES

