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01 April 2011

Dear Parents

I refer to my letter dated 7 March 2011 and the matters highlighted namely, the hallo and goodbye tree, focus for the term, latecomers, homework and homework books and staffing news. Thank you for your positive response both verbally and via mail. 
The first term was earmarked by good cooperation between home and school and I would like to take this opportunity and thank all parents for your support, encouragement and involvement with the academics, sport and cultural programs at ESCS. The end of the term suggests that there are new beginnings on the horizon; amongst many, the pending examinations in the senior primary classes (a first for the Grade 4’s) and the launch of the winter sport and cultural program for the primary school.
EXAMINATIONS

Examinations start on 25 May 2011 and every effort will be made to adequately prepare our children. In the senior primary classes pupils will receive a breakdown of work to study and prepare for the examinations. This communication will be done timeously, however, regular review and consolidation on work already taught is necessary. Regular study in the core subjects, Mathematics and Languages, helps pupils to master concepts that form  the basics in these subjects. I suggest that you refer to the attached information called, holiday information. Some time should be spent reviewing what has been taught this term and I trust that this information will help you.  

SPORT AND CULTURE 

Our hockey and netball season promises to be a blockbuster with many tournaments starting no sooner that 16 April with the Vredelust Hockey Day for the u10 boys and girls, u11 girls, u12 boys and girls and the u14 boys. The culture and sport programs start day on the first day. Please refer to the sport and culture programs posted on the school website. [www.escs.org.za] 
The summer sport and cultural group photographs will be taken on 12 April 2011. Your child’s coach or teacher will notify him or her about the dress code for the photograph. 

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
Our primary school focus this year has been to improve our Language and Mathematics skills. During the holidays you can help your child by doing the following with them. 

How to support the Foundation Phase pupil with Mathematics

Sort and count

· Let your young child sort items in the house and say how they have grouped them, for example, clothing by colour or clothing type. Ask why he or she decided to group items.

· Count up to 100 objects; allow your child to group objects and count in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s, 10s, etc.
· Partition 2, 3-digit numbers in different ways.

· Encourage your child to estimate, for example, tall, long, high, how many macaroni noodles you intend cooking for your macaroni cheese dish, count the macaroni to check.

· Encourage your child to assist you while you cook or bake, for example, ask for ½ cup of flour etc.

· Do halving (start with sharing of sweets between 2 and among 3 or more children) and doubling.

· Let your child cut the sandwich into 2, 3 or 4 equal pieces.
Measurement and money

· Encourage your young child to use his or her hand or foot to measure distance etc. Later, use a ruler / tape measure to measure lengths of objects, sides of shapes, circumferences of a ball or potato, etc.

· Allow your child to help sort items in the house, for example, heavy items on the bottom shelf and light items on the top shelf of the grocery cupboard.

· Allow your child to buy and pay for an item at the shop when you buy groceries or clothing. Make him or her check the change. Play shop at home with items you have priced. Let your child arrange the price of the items from the most expensive to the cheapest.

Time

· Ask your child to tell you the time during the day. Start just with ‘on the hour’ then ‘half hours’, then ‘quarter hours’ and lastly the minutes, for example: It is twenty-six past five.
· Make your child aware of the length of time, for example, ask: What takes more time, walking or driving to school or eating supper?
Calculations and traveling

· Make good use of your time while traveling; look at car registration plates. Let your child add the first 2 or last 3 numbers, he or she can subtract the smallest number form the biggest number.

Shapes

· Make your child aware of shapes in and out of the house, for example, squares, circles, rectangles, triangles.

· Encourage your child to find patterns in nature, for example, leaves, flowers, in windblown sand etc.

Games to play

· Encourage your child to play dominoes, snakes and ladders, ludo, card games like ‘Happy Families’ and Heads and Tails, skipping, hop-scotch and traditional games involving counting. 
Language – Reading: 
Let your child read to you every day.

· Let your child see you reading for your work, for pleasure and for study purposes.

· Chat to your children about what they are reading – who are the main characters, what happened to them, why, was this good or bad? (This provides a good opportunity to talk about values).

· Cook together – read recipes and labels together, compile a family cookbook.

· Explore books together – ask questions, point out new words and ideas, discuss pictures, discuss characters and their motivation, relate these to your family’s life.

· Read nursery rhymes to younger children (pre-school to Grade 3), and sentences from magazines and advertisements. Let your child play with rhyming words.

· Encourage older children (Grades 4 to 6) to read the story, retell the story in their own words then write a few sentences about the story.

· Tell stories together, talk together about your family history, and discuss your memories of your trips together.

· Visit the library often – encourage your children to get their own library cards, join family book clubs, identify favourite authors and join your child in looking for interesting books.
·   Ask your child to show you what they have done every day to practice their reading, writing and maths skills.
PRESSING MATTERS
Latecoming continues to disrupt teaching time in some classes. Your kind cooperation is needed to address this matter. Classroom management suffers if we constantly have pupils coming late. Please assist in this vital area of school life. 

Absenteeism is another very disconcerting tendency that affects ‘school life’. ‘A rule of thumb test is’, if your child does not have a temperature, send him or her to school. If, later during the day they get sick at school, we will call you immediately to come and collect them from school. Contact time in the classroom cannot be replaced by copying pages of notes at home. This is why I am hesitant to give pupils notes to copy or exercises to complete when they are absent. Erratic school attendance has an impact on your child’s progress. We need to be persistent, insistent and consistent for satisfactory progress to take place. 
THE HALLO AND GOODBYE TREE

Thank you to those parents who have supported our innovative effort and have said goodbye and collect their children at the ‘hallo and goodbye tree’. 

HOMEWORK AND HOMEWORK BOOKS

Homework is written down, signed by the teacher before it goes home and signed again the next day when checked. This communication is necessary so that you know what is needed and where you can support the class teacher. Thank you for your assistance in this area; you are a vital cog in this process. Homework and homework books remain an integral part in the communication process and I thank you for taking time out of busy schedules to read, sign and communicate with us via the homework book. 
STAFFING
Heather Ellis returns on 11 April 2011 to teach the Grade 4E class and we welcome her back and continue to believe for her complete healing. I would like to thank Jennifer Woolward, on behalf of the El Shaddai family for the positive influence she had on our children.  We will miss her sensitive approach to each child in her care and I wish her and her husband, Jeremy, God’s blessing on the new season in their lives in the USA. 
Lé-Ann Böhler will be on sick leave from 11 April to 2 May 2011. At a time like this we stand together believing God for her complete healing. We welcome Toni North who, on short notice, has agreed to teach Grade 00E in this time. I have no doubt that you will make her feel welcome and part of the El Shaddai family.
I trust that you will a restful, blessed holiday and thank you for being an integral part of the team effort at El Shaddai Christian School. 

Regards

Deon Johannes  
