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7 March, 2011
Dear Parents
The first term has again been a very busy one. After the cycle race, the inter-house athletics meeting, a swimming gala, a big splash, cricket and mini cricket matches, I am delighted to report that our pupils have excelled and done us proud. 
On 15 March 2011 we look forward to the inaugural Primary School (Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6) Interschools Athletics meeting, at the Velodrome involving El Shaddai, Curro Langebaan, St George’s and Melkbos Private School. It is a normal school day and your child, even though they might not be participating, must attend this meeting. Pupils come dressed in their normal school clothes and please provide a packed lunch for your child, sun screen and a water bottle. Athletes may wear their athletics kit and a school track suit. It promises to be the highlight of the first term and we look forward to seeing as many parents as possible at this meeting. The meeting will end, after the prize-giving, at approximately 12:45 and all pupils will be dismissed from the Velodrome and may then go home. If you are unable to attend then you can drop your child off at the Velodrome from 07:30 onwards. Pupils must all be picked up at 12:45 as we cannot provide lifts back to school. We are hosting this meeting and I ask for your kind support of this inaugural Interschools Athletics Meeting. Further information is forthcoming but should you have any queries do not hesitate to contact Eldoret via email. 
FOCUS FOR THIS TERM

In the discipling program we are concentrating on first time obedience and respect. I ask that you support your child’s teacher as classroom dynamics are hampered when we have to stop teaching to discipline a child. Positive reinforcement is encouraged when your child is obedient and respectful. This means he or she will be recognized and rewarded for appropriate behaviour. Needless to say disrespect and disobedience disrupts teaching and must be addressed so that we can all work in an environment free of unnecessary disruptions. 
I encourage you to read with your child, point out new words to them and join a library. Help them with their Math skills by revising drill work like tables, number combinations and work sheets sent home by the teacher. Together we always accomplish so much more.

LATECOMERS

Regular late coming by the same pupils has now become an area of concern. Teaching starts at 08:00 and children coming in late disrupt the teaching taking place. Please assist us by being at school on time. Thank you for understanding and supporting the class teacher in this regard. 
HOMEWORK AND HOMEWORK BOOKS

Homework books are the first line of communication from school with you. All messages you wish to send to the teacher is done via the homework book. New messages to you from school will be stapled into the homework books in the lower grades and given to the pupils in the senior primary grades. It is your child’s responsibility to prepare for homework, that is, copy down homework for the next day and pack their books at school for homework. It is also their responsibility to have their homework books signed and pack their books at home for school the next day. Your child is being trained in the lower grades to be able to do this. They are given more than enough time to copy down their homework and pack their books; this is a vital part of the training that takes place at school. If they forget, allow them to experience the consequences for their actions; they will soon learn to write down their homework or pack their books when they are not prepared. They need space to grow in areas where growth is needed. Don’t do it for them! 
HALLO AND GOODBYE TREE

Thank you for ‘working with us’ on this innovative effort. Parents do not have to walk or fetch their children to and from their classrooms. Independence is vital in the development of every child and I reiterate that we are training children to think for themselves, make simple decisions and grow in their independence. Thank you for your support in this area. The automatic gate to the pre-primary school is now functional and I encourage pre-primary pupils to use this entrance to their classrooms. Thank for your support of the ‘hallo and goodbye tree’. 
And finally!
STAFFING

I am saddened to announce that Jennifer Woolward has resigned from El Shaddai Christian School staff. Her last day will be 1 April 2011. We trust that God will undertake for her and her husband in this new season of their lives in the USA. Jennifer and her husband are relocating to the USA and on behalf of all at ESCS we pray God’s blessing over all their plans at this time.  
I am delighted to inform you that Karen Maberly has been appointed permanently on the El Shaddai Christian School staff. We welcome her to the El Shaddai family and trust that her relationship with the school will be long, exciting and rewarding for all. She is appointed in the Grade 5 English class for 2011 allowing for continuity in this class. 
Heather Ellis, returns at the start of the second term on 11 April 2011 and will teach the Grade 4 English class. We continue to pray for her speedy recovery and believe, in faith, for her total healing. We look forward to Heather being released for full, active duty.
Thank you for your co-operation with the school, your loyal support at athletics meetings and lifting to sport venues. I am a firm believer that together we can accomplish so much more. 

Kind regards

Deon 

