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24 June 2011

Dear Parents

With reference to the newsletter dated 1 April 2011 and the matters discussed therein; thank you for your kind cooperation in supporting us with the “hullo and goodbye tree”, latecoming to school, homework and homework books. 

It is heartwarming when we see children develop and grow in responsibility. We know that it is a lifetime investment that is being made in the lives of our children when values and norms that are agreed upon by the school and the home become the norm. The vision of the Primary School is one where all children are happy in their surroundings and are confident, independent pupils. 

At El Shaddai Christian School a well researched curriculum is delivered by an experienced staff of highly committed teachers. In addition to gaining language, mathematical, scientific and technological skills, your child will build confidence, develop self-reliance, learn to make decisions and develop the ability to articulate feelings and ideas. Parent partnership is at the heart of this approach and you are encouraged to regularly communicate with your child’s teacher to share with your child’s learning. Every child’s efforts are valued and we encourage all children to take pride in their achievements. 
ACADEMIC REPORTS

After the June examinations, which were the first for the Grade 4 pupils, I am most encouraged to report an increase in some classes’ results in Languages and Mathematics compared to the same time last year. In the other classes the results were very similar to those of 2010. The overall results can be described as most pleasing and I congratulate our pupils (and parents) on all their hard work. Our determined effort to improve Language and Mathematics has paid dividends. 

Please study your child’s report carefully. Reflect on the items that require extra attention and help your child plan well, organize their time effectively, and give due attention to all of their commitments. 

DISICIPLING REPORTS

Being a discipling school, twice a year we stop and ask, “How’s business?” Your child has spent a fair amount of time, under teacher guidance, in the senior primary phase evaluating their own character development using the rating given. On the Senior Primary reports below the rating scale on the report is an explanation of our heart as we join hands with you.  

In the other phases the teachers, who spend much time with your child, have also gained consensus of opinion using the given rating scale. Please note that this is a work in progress. 
SPORT AND CULTURE PROGRAMS - TERM 3
The times and venues as in term two are the same for term three for all sport and cultural activities. 
Sport practices and cultural activities start on the first day of next term. Please ensure that your child is ready for hockey practice and the cultural activities for Monday 18 July. I applaud moms and dads who faithfully drive their children to matches, activities and competitions; this is how we build partnerships despite very busy schedules.
PRESSING MATTERS

Less pupils are arriving late for school. However, there are still pupils who are late and I reiterate the fact that pupils who arrive late disrupt the education process in that classroom. Your kind assistance in this regard is much appreciated. Let’s continue to partner in this area of school life.

STAFFING MATTERS

Heather Ellis is on sick leave for term three and Rachelle Sawers will continue in Heather’s place in Grade 4 English. We continue to pray for Heather and trust God for her complete healing and we covet your prayer support for her. To all the Grade 4 parents’ thank you for making Rachelle feel welcome at ESCS and I ask for your continued support next term. 

Cecilia Esterhuyse returns in the third term and as a school we welcome her back after her operation. I would also like to thank Marlene Seyfried, who stepped into the Grade 3 Afrikaans class at very short notice. On behalf of all our parents, pupils and staff I want to thank her for her unwavering support of ESCS. 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF TERM THREE

I trust that these dates will help you in your forward planning.

	18 July 
	Term three starts

	21 July 
	Current Grade 6 pupils’ subject choice meeting for Grade 7 in 2012 for parents and pupils at 18:30 in the Media Centre.

	23 July
	Primary school Mini-Hockey day at Monte Vista Primary for u8 and u9 boys and girls.

	29 July 
	Closing date for the second round of new applications for 2012.

	30 July
	Primary school Mini-Netball day at Monte Vista Primary.


Kind regards
…………………………

DEON JOHANNES 

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

Our primary school focus this year has been to improve our Language and Mathematics skills. During the holidays you can help your child by doing the following with them. 

How to support the Foundation Phase pupil with Mathematics

Sort and count

· Let your young child sort items in the house and say how they have grouped them, for example, clothing by colour or clothing type. Ask why he or she decided to group items.

· Count up to 100 objects; allow your child to group objects and count in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s, 10s, etc.
· Partition 2, 3-digit numbers in different ways.

· Encourage your child to estimate, for example, tall, long, high, how many macaroni noodles you intend cooking for your macaroni cheese dish, count the macaroni to check.

· Encourage your child to assist you while you cook or bake, for example, ask for ½ cup of flour etc.

· Do halving (start with sharing of sweets between 2 and among 3 or more children) and doubling.

· Let your child cut the sandwich into 2, 3 or 4 equal pieces.
Measurement and money

· Encourage your young child to use his or her hand or foot to measure distance etc. Later, use a ruler / tape measure to measure lengths of objects, sides of shapes, circumferences of a ball or potato, etc.

· Allow your child to help sort items in the house, for example, heavy items on the bottom shelf and light items on the top shelf of the grocery cupboard.

· Allow your child to buy and pay for an item at the shop when you buy groceries or clothing. Make him or her check the change. Play shop at home with items you have priced. Let your child arrange the price of the items from the most expensive to the cheapest.

Time

· Ask your child to tell you the time during the day. Start just with ‘on the hour’ then ‘half hours’, then ‘quarter hours’ and lastly the minutes, for example: It is twenty-six past five.
· Make your child aware of the length of time, for example, ask: What takes more time, walking or driving to school or eating supper?
Calculations and traveling

· Make good use of your time while traveling; look at car registration plates. Let your child add the first 2 or last 3 numbers, he or she can subtract the smallest number form the biggest number.

Shapes

· Make your child aware of shapes in and out of the house, for example, squares, circles, rectangles, triangles.

· Encourage your child to find patterns in nature, for example, leaves, flowers, in windblown sand etc.

Games to play

· Encourage your child to play dominoes, snakes and ladders, ludo, card games like ‘Happy Families’ and Heads and Tails, skipping, hop-scotch and traditional games involving counting. 
Language – Reading: 
Let your child read to you every day.

· Let your child see you reading for your work, for pleasure and for study purposes.

· Chat to your children about what they are reading – who are the main characters, what happened to them, why, was this good or bad? (This provides a good opportunity to talk about values).

· Cook together – read recipes and labels together, compile a family cookbook.

· Explore books together – ask questions, point out new words and ideas, discuss pictures, discuss characters and their motivation, relate these to your family’s life.

· Read nursery rhymes to younger children (pre-school to Grade 3), and sentences from magazines and advertisements. Let your child play with rhyming words.

· Encourage older children (Grades 4 to 6) to read the story, retell the story in their own words then write a few sentences about the story.

· Tell stories together, talk together about your family history, and discuss your memories of your trips together.

· Visit the library often – encourage your children to get their own library cards, join family book clubs, identify favourite authors and join your child in looking for interesting books.
·   Ask your child to show you what they have done every day to practice their reading, writing and maths skills.
Kind regards
……………………….

DEON JOHANNES

