[image: image1.jpg]%l»

Sh ddal

Christian School
Chriestenekool




23 May 2011
Dear Parents –
SPORT AND INTERNAL EXAMINATIONS

With the upcoming exams we realize that the students are under pressure to honour the commitment that they made to their sport teams as well as to succeed in their exams.  Unfortunately, we cannot unilaterally cancel any fixtures if they occur during the exam time. Tension often exists between fulfilling sporting commitments and academics.
Students could view the time spent at training sessions and matches as a welcome break away from their studying. However, academics should not be compromised either and effective planning is the key.
Internal Examinations and sport practices: We would like to make the training sessions as accessible as possible. School closes at 12:45 during examinations and training sessions will follow as soon as possible after school and will be kept short. Practices, although strongly encouraged, are voluntary. They could be seen as a good break after having written an examination session in the morning. Students need to organise their lifts accordingly and should not wait around the school unnecessarily:

Hockey: 
Girls U14 (Coach: Ms Van der Berg 082 565 7203) – practice Monday and Thursday 13:15 – 14:00
Girls U19 (Coach: Ms Rodrigues 073 601 5535) – practice Monday and Thursday 13:15 – 14:00
Girls GC (Coach: Mrs Glasby 073 867 5558) – practice as per usual
Boys U13 (Coach: Mr Budge 021 975 1980) – practice Monday and Thursday 13:15 – 14:00
**Boys U16 (Coach: Jaco Maree 073 111 8433) – practice Tuesday and Thursday 16:15 – 17:15
**Boys U19 (Coach: Robbie Vos 082 441 9631) – practice Tuesday and Thursday 16:15 – 17:15
** These two teams are coached by outside coaches and for this reason we need to fit into their schedules. 

   Players can study beforehand, use the practice as a break and then go back to the books afterwards.
Netball:
Girls U14 and U19 (Coach: Mrs Lee and Ms Van Rooyen 072 304 2045) – practice Tuesday and Thursday 13:15 – 14:00
Internal Examinations and matches: Unfortunately, the school cannot cancel scheduled fixtures during the exam time. We understand that the students are focussed on the exam, but we also encourage parents to support their children if they are committed to a sports team. Should a player, for some reason not be able to commit to a fixture, kindly let his/her coach know at least two days in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made.
Careful planning as regards transport is the order of the day. It is understood that Saturday matches are easier to fit into a pupil’s examination schedule than weekday matches. We acknowledge that the June examination session is always the most problematic one when juggling priorities.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS AND MATCHES [GRADE 11’S]
There are pro’s and con’s to playing matches during an external examination session. Some pupils may find it a welcome break and are able to plan effectively. On the other hand, some pupils may require this time to prepare for the examinations. Similarly Saturday matches are easier to accommodate than mid week fixtures.
To this end we recommend the following:

a) It is a parental decision regarding the availability of a pupil for matches.

b) If an exam is to be written the next day, then careful consideration needs to be made regarding availability.

c) The coach needs to know about the availability of the players well in advance.

Thank you for your support, co-operation and understanding in the above matter.  Our door is always open for further discussion.

Kind regards

Caryn van Rooyen                                                 Karl Böhler

Sports Coordinator



 Deputy Principal/Operations Manager
