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A child is a person.  He can be hurt or he can be inspired.  He can have his spirit broken or his spirit can soar.  He or she is an impressionable, pliable creation of God entrusted to parents for love, nurture and training.

A child is born with a self-will that says, “I will do what I want.”  He is totally self-oriented.  The responsibility of Christian parents is to guide children from self-will to parent’s will to God’s will.  Children who never surrender their will to their parents have great difficulty surrendering their will to God.  The act of spiritual conversion is a surrender of the will to God.  It is the acceptance of Jesus Christ as the highest authority in one’s life.  If a youngster surrenders his defiant will early in his life to his parents, it is easy for the youngster to freely accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ at the moment of conversion.  Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3).

In his book, The Strong-Willed Child, Dr. James Dobson tells of a headstrong three-year-old who refused to obey a direct command from her mother.  She said, “You’re just my mommie, you know!”  We smile now at such a childish statement, but if left unchecked through the growing-up years, such defiance will later be expressed in terms that will hurt far more deeply.  As I walked past a home recently in my neighbourhood, I heard a mother and her teenage daughter shouting at each other from a second story window.  The daughter screamed to her mother, “Who the ---- do you think you are?”  How tragic!  The teenager’s mother, and probably her father too, had failed to assume parental leadership early in that youngster’s life.  The mother was reaping a whirlwind of willful defiance and rebellion.

Children will always challenge parental leadership.  They will question boundaries you establish and will try your patience with childish intimidation of your authority.  In my book, Reasons for Sending Your Children to a Christian School, I wrote a chapter entitled, “Seven Keys to Family Discipline.”  Two sentences from that chapter are appropriate here:  “When a youngster’s will is matched against a parent’s will (and this happens every day), it is imperative that the parent win.  Otherwise, the child assumes a place of authority over the parent.”

The Houston, Texas, police department has published an interesting list of rules for raising delinquents:

Twelve Rules for Raising Delinquent Children

1. Begin with infancy to give the child everything he wants.  In this way he will grow up believing the world owes him a living.

2. When he picks up bad words, laugh at him.  This will make him think he’s cute.  It will also encourage him to pick up “cuter” phrases that will blow off the top of your heat later.

3. Never give him any spiritual training.  Wait till he is 21 and then let him “decide for himself”.

4. Avoid use of the word “wrong.”  It may develop a guilt complex.  This will condition him to believe later, when he is arrested for stealing a car, that society is against him and he is being persecuted.

5. Pick up everything he leaves lying around – books, shoes and clothing.  Do everything for him so he will be experienced in throwing all responsibility onto others.

6. Let him read any printed matter he can get his hands on.  Be careful that the silverware and drinking glasses are sterilised, but let his mind feast on garbage.

7. Quarrel frequently in the presence of your children.  In this way they will not look shocked when the home is broken up later.

8. Give a child all the spending money he wants.  Never let him earn his own.  Why should he have things as tough as YOU had them?

9. Satisfy his every craving for food, drink and comfort.  See that every sensual desire is gratified.  Denial may lead to harmful frustration.

10. Take his part against neighbours, teachers and policemen.  They are all prejudiced against your child.

11. When he gets into real trouble, apologise for yourself by saying, “I never could do anything with him.”

12. Prepare for a life of grief.  You will be apt to have it.

Although this may be hard to believe, your children want your parental leadership.  They are looking for a model to live by, for a spiritual example, for a solver of social and financial problems, and for parental love and understanding.

Your children need your positive encouragement.  Youngsters and young people respond to praise.  Parents, of all people, should be quick to compliment their children when they do well at school, at church or at home.  There is enormous power in parental praise.

Children also respond to praise at school.  The National Research Bureau in Washington, D.C., reported the following:

After a four-year study of 12 schools in poor neighbourhoods of London, A University of London team found that the way a school is run can make a great difference in how much a child learns and how he behaves.

Children tended to do better in schools where the classes began on time, where praise was immediately and frequently given, and where the pupils were made to feel that success was natural.

Children need parental affection as well as praise.  There is a bumper sticker making the rounds in our area that reads:  “Have you hugged your kid today?”  It’s a friendly reminder to all who read bumper stickers to show parental affection to children.

Parents are the natural leaders of families.  Children will follow it parents, and especially fathers, will give strong Christ-honouring leadership.

