An extract taken from the January 2008 newsletter of the Association of Christian Schools International [ACSI] South Africa

Christian schooling is a pedagogical paradigm different from any other form of education. All schooling claims to dispense knowledge; however not all schooling professes to deal in both wisdom and understanding. The real difference between Christian education and ordinary schools is primarily going to be the character development of the child. Christian teachers approach the subject matter from a different point of view. They come from a basic understanding that God exists, that God has created and that God has left us with revelations. Christian education deals with the morals of the faith and influences students’ total behaviour pattern. Christian education brings the biblical viewpoint to bear on every subject and activity in the school programme; it is Bible based and emphasizes Biblical Worldview, Spiritual Formation, knowledge as well as skills.


The boldest distinctive of Christian schooling ought to be in the declaring that it is in the business of extolling the wisdom of God as its highest priority; but God also invites us to master and enjoy the full panoply of human knowledge - every topic, every curiosity is available for us to discover, observe, examine, analyse, synthesis and evaluate. Christian schooling is more than excellence plus Bible. It is schooling centred in Jesus, whereby the curriculum is transfused with truth and Biblical values that are in conflict with the world.

The significant end is its unique product – students who do not fit the world’s mould. Christian schooling is not a refuge from the world - it is a resource for the world; it is about embracing and pursuing the mind of Christ. It is about pursuing the real understanding of what it means to be salt and light; about transforming by the renewing of the mind. It is about the development of fruitful bearers of the image of Christ.

Christian Education is about preparing young people for the kingdom of heaven and the market place of ideas. It is about preparing young people to carry out the work of our Heavenly Father, partnering with Him in His great plan, rather than being content with hunkering down in a sheltered spiritual environment and simply attempting to ward off the attacks of those who relish the demise of godly thought, influence and leadership.
